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M r. P r e s i d e n t .

S PEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k yo u . The question is the advancement of
LB 465 to E & R. Those in favor vote a ye, opposed nay . Rec o r d ,
please.

CLERK: 33 ayes , 0 n ays on the ad vancement of 465 ,

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 4 65 i s ad v an c e d t o E & R. Anyth in g f o r
t he r e c o r d , N r . Cl e r k ?

CLERK: Nr . Pr es i d en t , new bi l l s . (Read for the first time by
title: LB 1127-1133. See p a ge s 3 1 5 - 1 7 of the Legislative
J ournal . )

Hearing notices, Nr. President, from the Government Committee
anc. from the Transportation Committee signed by their respective

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th a n k y ou Noving t o Se l e c t Fi l e , Nr. C l e r k ,
L B 2 2 4 , p l ea s e .

"LERK: Nr. President, 224 is on Select File. E & R amendments
have been adopted. When we left the bill in March of last year,
I had pending an am endment from Senator McFarland. That
amendment is now before us, Nr. President. Senator , I hav e yo u r
amendment that is on page 1271 of last year's Journal. I t r e a ds
on page 7, line 10, after t he wo r d "the" insert "aggregate
penal"; and strike beginning with the word "approved" in line 24
through the word "or" in line 25 on page 10.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator NcFarland.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: Excu s e me , N r . C l e r k , could y o u r e p ea t w h i ch
section. I remember the language now but I want to focus in on

Chairs. That is all that I have.

t ha t .

CLERK: I t i s p age 7 , line 10, after the word "the" insert the
words "aggregate p e n a l " ; and t he n a l so , Sen at o r , on l i n e 2 4 ,
strike beginning with the word "approved" through the word "or"

SENATOR NcFARLAND: Strike which language again?

CLERK: Strike beginning with the word "approved" in line 24.

i n l i n e 2 5 .
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January 1 7 , 19 90 LB 163, 8 2 1 , 82 2 , 82 3 , 8 2 4, 8 2 5, 826
827, 8 28 , 8 2 9 , 1 1 0 2 - 1 1 35 , 1 1 5 8 - 1 161

PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: (Microphone not actin ated) ...pastor at UN-L , and
now is pastoral associate at Trinity Lutheran Church here i n
Lincoln. Would you please rise for the invocation

DR. NORDEN: ( Prayer o f f er e d . )

PRESIDENT: Dr . Nor d en , thank you for being with us a gain , w e
appreciate it. C ~me back again. Roll call, please. Record ,
Mr. C l e r k , p l ea se .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Th ank y ou . Do you have an y me ssages , r epor t s o r
announcements this morning?

CLERK: Mr. President, Reference Report referring LBs 1102-1135,
as well as three gubernatorial appointments to t he app r op r i at e
standing committees for h ear i ng . ( See p ag e s 3 4 8 - 4 9 o f t he
Legislative Journal.)

Received a report from the Department of Roads filed pursuant to
statute, Mr. President. That's all that I have.

PRESIDENT: Would you like to introduce any new b i l l s , o r wou l d
you no t l i k e t o ?

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d en t , I 'm sorry, I do have some other items.
Your Committee on Enrollment and Review respectfully r epor t s
they have ca refully examined and reviewed LB 821 and recommend
that same be placed on Select Fi le ; L B 8 22 , LB 8 23 , LB 824 ,
LB 825 , LB 8 26 , LB 82 7 , LB 828 , and LB 829, all on Select File,
some of which have E & R amendmen,ts attached, Mr. President.
Now, that's al' that I have, Mr. President. ( See pages 3 5 0 - 5 1
of the Legislative Journal.)

PRESIDENT: New bills, please.

CLERK: M r . Pr e " i d en t , n ew ba l l s . ( Read LBs 1 1 5 8 - 1 161 b y t i t l e
f o r t h e f x r s t t i me . See page 352 of the Legislative Journal.)
T hat ' s all that I have at this time, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: We' ll move on to General File then, LB 1 63 .
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did not cut out this accountability language that we put into
the bill through the appropriations process. That l a nguage was
taken from another bill, LB 1129, heard by the Health and Human
Services Committee and held. We did study the problems in the
system a little bit and found that we needed to have more o f a
way for the state with our state money going into the system to
know what we' re getting back for the money we put into it. And
that sort of language, I think, was reasonably attached to this
bill by the Appropriations Committee. T here i s much t o b e d o n e ,
much more work to be done in trying to examine the changes and
improvements in the system that we need to make. We' re nowhere
close to having any recommendations at this point. We have much
work ahead of us. But I think the way to proceed at this time
is not to place two million moreadditional dollars in without
knowing what we are getting for our money, without having in
place a system to make sure clients..

.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...are being served by that additional money.
And so, with that, I would suggest not supporting the amendment.
That doesn't mean you have to vote agains t i t , i t j u st would
mean not voting for it at this time and then suggest that as we
move forward there may be other ways in which we can a ppr o a c h
this problem that would be more reasonable and more accountable
than what we' re seeing at this point. It's not an easy thing to
do, I know there is a lot of concerned people and I have already
g otten a l o t o f ca l l s , bu t I st i l l t h i nk i t ' s t he r i gh t t h i n g t o
do. I do know, from looking at this as an i ndividual f rom
Region V, Region V benefits tremendously from this. Ou't of the
$2.2 million, 1.3 goes to Region V. Region VI gets nothing out
of this additional money. But, nevertheless, I think at this
time it would be better not to proceed with this amendment, not
to adopt it and see if perhaps there is some other negotiation
that could occur that would be more reasonable in its s olut i o n
of the problem.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Sen a t o r H e f n e r .

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr . P re si de n t , and members of the body, I rise
to support this amendment. I feel that we need a little more
money for our mental retardation regions. A nd I a p p r e c i a t e
Senator Hannibal and Senator W esely ex p l a i n i n g what t h e y ' r e
trying to do to cor rect this. But I have been down here a
number of y e a r s now and, of course, I'm from Region IV and I ' m
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statement on that tone.

override attempts to be made today when viewed from its impact
on people. This is the $2,225,000 appropriation for the '90-91
year for the mental retardation regions in the State of
Nebraska . We d eb at ed this at some length. I'm not going to
take a lot of time introducing it, so I will close the opening

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you.
recognizes Senators Wesely,
Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you , Nr . Sp e a ker, members. I wasn' t he r e
when the original amendment was adopted to the bill to provide
for tl is additional funding. Had I b een her e , I would h av e
argued against that amendment and the way it was offered. The
reason is not so much that I opposed additional funding for
mental retardation servi c es , but t h e fact that language was
stricken from the bill that would have provided for individual
client contracts, after July 1st of this year. And that
proposal was contained in a bill that was introduced by Senator
Warner and myself in the Health and Human Services Committee,
LB 1129. Actually a much broader concept was introduced at that
time to try and reform the mental retardation system i n t h e
state, to recognize that we had a serious problem, a ser i o u s
crisis occurred this last six months in that system, a nd tha t w e
n eeded t o l ook at some c h anges t o p r ov i d e f o r g r e at e r
communication and greater accountability. We should not allow a
situation like that to repeat itself, a s we' re l o o k i n g now a t a
two some...2.2 million dollar question right now. This problem
then is perpetuated into the future, unless some changes a r e
made. Now, we have 'introduced a study resolution which will be
a priority of the...the number one priority of the Health and
Human Services Committee, IR 368, to look at the service s y s t e m ,
the mental retardation system. We have been allocated $75,000
to do that study,and I plan to spend a great deal of time on
that, and feel that this Legislature is dedicated to studying
this very important problem. But the question before us is, do
we or do we not support an override of the Governor's v eto an d
expend another 2.2 million dollars in this area? Th i s i s n ot an
easy question for me. If we had adopted this additional money
wit h some accountability language, some additional
accountability language included in that appropriation, I would
have felt very comfortable with that change. B ecause t he n wh a t
we wo u l d h ave sa i d , t he m e s s age would h a v e b e en , y e s , we' re
willing to expend money to meet our mental retardation needs,

For discussion purposes the Chair
Warner a nd Han n i b a l . Senator
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